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By:  Darwin Alder,  
President  

 

Greet ings and Happy New Year  to al l  of 
you. 

 We enjoyed the fantast ic hospi tal i ty of 
Brownie and Harry Sharp at  the Chr istmas 

Par ty in December.  We had a fabulous feast  wi th fr iends, 
food, and fun.  The gi ft  exchange was great  and i t  only 
makes us look forward to the next  event .   

 I  wi l l  appoint  the chairperson of the nominat ing Commit -
tee in January, as stated in the Bylaws for  a slate of officers 
to be presented at  the March Auct ion Meet ing.  There wi l l  
be two addi t ional members selected from those present  at  
the January Meet ing. 

 I  have set  a date for  the field t r ip at  St . Joseph I sland and 
Por t  Aransas, Fr iday, February 1, and Saturday February 
2nd.  Reservat ions wil l  be on your  own, and I  wil l  advise as 
to some of the hotel  choices in the area.  I  wi l l  only be there 
Fr iday evening and Saturday.  For those of you who wish to 
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The Epitonium 

H ou st on  Con ch ol ogy  Soci et y  
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By: Leslie Crnkovic 

HCS Program Chairman 
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#North Texas Conchological Soci-

ety” (Dallas), will be presenting a program on 
“Brachiopods”.  The nearly extinct taxa of Brachiopoda, 
commonly known as “Lamp Shells” was once placed in 
the Phylum Mollusca but are not Mollusks.  Come learn 

about there long paleontological history, about the living 
species, and their current zoological placement.  This 
promises to be a really great program to kick off the new 
year!  So see you there!!! 

 

 

remain, Saturday night , I  wi l l  provide informat ion as to 
some of my favor ite col lect ing places for  collect ing on Sun-
day.  We wil l  take the jet t y boat  to St  Joseph I sland and 
stay as long as you wish.  There are no services on the I s-
land so al l  of your  provisions and gear  must  be taken with 
you.  M or e det ai l s w i l l  be avai l abl e at  t he J anuar y 
M eet i ng.    

The Auct ion is Scheduled for  Saturday, March 1st .  We wil l  
have fabulous array of shel ls, craft , and gi ft  i tems.  I t  wi l l  
be held at  Immanuel Lutheran Church in the 
Heights.  There wi l l  be food provided, but  feel free to br ing 
something to share. 

 I  am st i l l  deciding the theme and locat ion of the May Ban-
quet , but  I  think I  can safely say that  i t  wi l l  be........ 

. 

 Mark your  calendars for  the COA Convent ion in San Anto-
nio, in July.  We wi l l  have more fun than the law allows! 

 See you in January, Happy Shell ing, and fun in al l  your  
endeavors 

  



Many thanks to Harry and Brownie Sharp for  host ing a wonderful Chr istmas 
par ty.  Al l who at tended had a great  t ime as shown in the photo’s below. 
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Visit HCS online at 

www.houstonshellclub.com 

Pr esi dent :  
 Darwin Alder  
(713) 863-9652 

Vi ce Pr esi den t :                   
Tina Petway 
(713) 864-6683 

Tr easur er :                               
Mary Harr is                           
(713) 772-3843 

Recor d i ng Secr et ar y:               
Rust i  Stover  
 (713) 660-6446 

Cor r espondi ng Secr et ar y:     
Wanda Bermudez                           
(281) 437-1393  

Pr ogr am Chai r m an:                
Lesl ie Crnkovic 
(713) 784-7084                          
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Hosts—Harry and Brownie 
Sharp 

NEXT M EETI NG:  TUESDAY 
J ANUARY 15TH , 2008 

Social  Gather ing at  7 pm,  
Meet ing &  Program at  7:30 pm 
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M any Thank s t o al l  w ho help  w i t h  t h i s year ’s t r ee: 

Decorat ing crew:  Cathy Bet ley, Darwin Alder , Nancy Mustachio, Victor ia Craig, Tina Petway, Rachel Zelko, Angela 
Doucet te and Lesl ie Crnkovic 

Tree Tr imming crew:  Cathy Bet ley, Dave and Nancy Barziza, Rust i  Stover, Rachel Zelko, Nancy Mustachio, Victor ia 
and Olga Craig and Tina Petway 
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Lesl ie Al len Crnkovic,  Lesl ie@harf.org 
Report  Date: November  2, 2007 
 
Local it y: 
Stone City Bluff Format ion, Middle Eocene, of the Claiborne Group. 
Snook, Texas, Bur leson County, on the Brazos River . 
 
The si te’s speci fic locat ion is on the south bank of the Brazos River, east  side of the State Hwy 21 br idge.  

I t  has long been a popular locat ion for  col lect ing fossi l  invertebrates, part icular ly Mol lusca.  So much so that  there are two 
popular publ icat ions speci fical ly dedicated to the site.  Histor ically the ent i re product ive port ion of the col lect ing si te was 
around 150 to 175 yards along the shore, extending eastward from the br idge at  the south bank. 
 
Thir t y years ago the 40 ft  (12 m) bluff dist inct ly ver t ical  was somewhat  more stable and there was a nice shorel ine of about 
50 ft  (15 m) at  the widest  point , taper ing down as i t  t raveled east .  The deck of the shore is typically only a few inches 
above the mean high water  level  of the r iver .  The widest  spot  is at  about  the 50 yards (42 m) mark, and was where what 
we referred to as “the Cone Beds” were located.  Although a l i t t le digging around was required, this spot  produced four  spe-
cies of Cone shel ls somewhat  abundant ly.  At  about 100 yards (91 m) is the out fal l  of a t iny creek after  which point  the 
shore rapidly nar rowed to only 1 ft  or  so (.3 m). 
 
For  more than twenty years the si te has been in progressive deter iorat ion due to the erosion of the adjacent  sand bluff.  A 
July 2002 t r ip proved a frui t less venture, wi th freshly eroded muddy-sand deposi ts covering the fossi l  beds, and almost  
nothing exposed. 
 
As was 2002, 2007 was a very “wet ” year, especial ly upst ream of the site.  Al though water  levels are now back to normal , 
for  many months of the year  the r iver was in flood stage, crest ing at  least  20 to 30 feet  (6 to 9 m) above the deck as evi-
denced by debr is l ines.  For  this reason, the sandy bluff eventual ly became unstable causing a mudsl ide that  covered vir tu-
al ly the ent i re fi rst  100 yards (91 m) about  80% of the cont inuat ion, wi th a layer  of muddy-si l t  on top of that .  Photos show 
a view from the east , west , and south.  
 
Al though a few fossi ls were to be found, they were not  in their  typical paces, an indicat ion of being toss-ups from the flood.  
I t  wi l l  take t ime and just  the r ight  weather condit ions in a ser ies to restore this si te of an appreciable locat ion once again. 
 
I n review of this paper , t  he Emerson’s were careful to remark to me that  the south-east  side of the br idge is the popular 
port ion of the si te, but  “the ‘mother load’ and most  diverse select ion is upst ream [south-west ] of the br idge”.  Have always 
col lected on the “popular” side, I  am unqual i fied to for  comment  on i t , and the Emerson’s noted it  has been 14 years for 
them.  As such an invest igat ion of that  port ion of the si te is warranted.  Ô 
 
Si te References: 
Emerson, John H. &  Barbara L. – 2001; Middle Eocene Claiborne Group Invertebrate Fossi ls form Stone City Bluff - Bur le-
son County Texas, Emerson Pub Houston, 138 pp, 220 i l l  spec, CD ROM (opt ional). 
 
Knight , James E.; I rene D. Offeman, Ruth M. Landry – 1977;  Fossi ls &  Local i t ies of the Claiborne Group (Eocene) of 
Texas: A Symposium Conducted at  the Brazospor t  Museum of Natural  Science, Texas Paleontology Ser ies, Pub. No. 1, 
HGMS. 



Longt ime HCS member Joyce Mart in passed away on November  27, 2007 after  a long bat t le 
with cancer .  Joyce and her  husband Tom par t icipated in many club act ivi t ies through the 
years.  Several members recal l  enjoying their  company on club field t r ips.  Joyce was a nat ive 
Houstonian and is survived by Tom, a daughter  Brenda, a son Bradley and several grandchi l-
dren and great  grandchi ldren.  She wi l l  be missed and HCS members extend their  deepest  
sympathy to her  family  

Remember ing  a Fr iend:   by Rust i  Stover  

I  knew Joyce as a Convent ion Bureau “redcoat ” back in the 1990s. At  a convent ion one year, when I  was newslet ter  edi tor  
for  the shell  club, she came up behind the   informat ion booth I  was running and asked me what  I  was doing. That  day was 
the last  day of the convent ion and i t  seemed no one was want ing any informat ion, so I  had brought the pr inted-out  news-
let ters into work to fold them for mai l ing in my spare t ime, which I  had plenty of that  day! I  told her  about  the shel l  club, 
and gave her a copy of the newslet ter . This is what  got  Joyce interested in the club, and after  that , she at tended every 
meet ing and got  involved wi th the Chr istmas Tree workshops and t raveled to the Lake Jackson meet ings also with Leslie, 
Angela and me, and she and Tom joined both clubs. I  know they went  on many t r ips with other club members over the 
years, and had a great  t ime. I  am glad I  was inst rumental  in get t ing Joyce and Tom involved with the shell  clubs. I  enjoyed 
several t r ips with her  down to South Padre and Corpus Chr ist i  mysel f, and wi l l  hold wonder ful  memories of her  In my 
hear t  forever. She was a special gal .  

Pat t y  H umbi r d  l ook i ng for   a T-Sh i r t  f r om t he COA 
Conven t i on  i n  Cor pus Chr i st i  
I am looking for a Tshirt from the COA convention in Corpus Christi. Wanda Coker and I are planning to make a quilt 
from COA Tshirts. The shirt does not have to be in great condition. I just need a decent logo. I can get it at either the 
Sea Shell Searchers or the Houston meeting, but I need it soon. 

 

I n  M emor i am 

Don  Pi sor  
On January 14 San Diego shel l  dealer  Don Pisor  wi l l  be passing through Houston on his way to the Flor ida shel l  
shows.  Dur ing his visi t , he wi l l  be staying with Lucy and Jer ry Clampi t  at  10532 Hammer ly Blvd.  I f you would l ike to 
visi t  with Don and/or see his shel ls, the Clampits invite you to stop by from 6:00-10:00 p.m. on the 14th or  10:00 a.m.-3:00 

2008 Auct i on  
Don’t  forget  to mark your calendars for  the annual HCS auct ion on March 1.  I f you have i tems to donate, please 
br ing them to the January meet ing or  contact  Cathy Bet ley at  713-686-1728 or  Lucy Clampit  at  713-468-0610 for 
pick-up. 
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M ember sh i p  I n for mat i on  
Please check your  informat ion. in the new membership di rectory and let  Lucy Clampit  know i f correct ions need to be 
made.  I f you move or change your e-mail  address, she needs to know, so you wi l l  cont inue to receive the club newslet ter .  
She can be contacted at  713-468-0610 or  lclampit@comcast .net   


