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By Darwin Alder  

Shellers Ext raordinaire! 

 I f anyone knows the whereabouts of a 
box of suppl ies (a cloth shel l  sheet , red 
and yel low cloth napkins, a gold box for  
the sale table) which was misplaced after  
the August  meet ing, please cal l me with 

i t s locat ion or  br ing i t  to the November Meet ing. 

 Come join us November  20 for  a fantast ic program pre-
sented by the fabulous Fabio Moretszohn of the Harte Inst i -
tute, in Corpus Chr ist i , showing new morphological and 
scient i fic ways of ident i fying members of the Cypreaidae 
Family.  I t  is an event  not  to be missed.  

 We wi l l  have a sale table, nice give-away shel ls and items 
of interest . 

 We wi l l  vote on the bylaw changes presented by Dave Bar-
ziza, Lesl ie Crnkovic and Darwin Alder .  Thanks to them 
for  their  effor ts! 

 We also thank Harry Sharp for  composing a let ter which 
was sent  to Joel Bar tsch, President , of the Houston Mu-
seum of Natural Science. 

 Dave Green presented an interest ing and informat ive pro-
gram on the cones of the Eastern Paci fic along the coasts of 
Cal i fornia, Mexico, Cent ral and South America.  He gave us 
a nice Conus ebreaus which is a common cone in i t s normal 
range, but  one that  has now migrated to Cl ipper ton Island 
which is an easter ly extension of i t s normal range.  This 
shel l  wil l  be featured in the March Auct ion and is valued at  
more than $50.00.  We thank Dave for his generosity! 

 Brownie and Harry Sharp have graciously consented to 
have the Chr istmas Par ty at  thei r  home on the 2nd Satur -
day of December star t ing at  2:00 p. m.  Please br ing a cov-
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ered dish to share.  We wil l  also have a gi ft  exchange, so i f 
you want  to part icipate, br ing a shel l  or  shell -related gi ft , in 
the $15.00 range.   

 There wil l  be Chr istmas Tree decorat ing sessions at  Cathy 
Bet ley's house.   We wi l l  honor  past  and present  club mem-
bers with a fabulous red and gold t ree, a plethora of new 
"keepsake" style decorat ions and our  usual  ext rava-
gant  abalone and r ibbon creat ions. Workshops are sched-
uled for  the fi rst  two weekends of November.  The t ree is set  
up in the grand Hal l of the Museum of Natural  Science af-
ter  Thanksgiving and remains unt i l  the New Year.   

 Lesl ie Crnkovic, our  Program Chairman has great  pro-
grams l ined up for  January, February and Apr i l .  He wi l l  
announce them in later  newslet ters. 

 We wi l l  t ry to have a field t r ip in January, dates and place 
to be announced. 

 The fi rst  Saturday in March is our  St upendous annual 
Auct ion, replete with shel ls, shel l  related i tems, door  pr izes 
and raffle i tems.  Br ing food to share; the Club wil l  provide 
sandwiches and dr inks.  I t  wi l l  be held at  Frank and Tina's 
Church in the Heights. I t  is Immanual  Lutheran Church on 
15th St . between Ar l ington and Cor t land.  A map wi l l  be 
provided. 

 There is much secrecy, probably because nothing has been 
decided as yet , about the Annual Banquet , but  i t  promises 
to me an event  of monumental  propor t ions.  Because I  wi l l  
be there, there wil l  be monumental  propor t ions. 

 The event that  wil l  finish or  begin the year, however you 
choose to look at  i t , wi l l  be the Annual COA Convent ion in 
San Antonio, TX.  Join us for  this Texas sized salute to al l  
of the wor ld's shellers!  Mark your  calendars for  an unsur-
passed party the fi rst  week of July, 2008! 

 Happy Shel l ing to al l  and hope to see you in November... 

2008 Auct ion  

Make you plans now to at tend the annual HCS auct ion on Sat u r day, M ar ch  1, 2008.  The auc-
t ion commit tee is taking donat ions.  You may br ing donat ions to the November  meet ing or  con-
tact  Lucy Clampit  at  713-468-0610 or  lclampit@comcast .net  for  pickup 



Rust i  Stover , Recording Secretary  

 

Cal l  t o or der  by: President  Darwin Alder at  7:40 pm. 

Appr oval  of  m i nu t es f r om last  meet i ng:  Mot ion:   Lucy 
Clampit   2nd: Dave Barziza; passed. 

Tr easur er ’s r epor t : Mary Harr is reported we have a bal -
ance of $9,473.51. We have several  new members paid. 

Un f i n i shed/old  busi ness: Harry Sharp repor ted he and 
Brownie wi l l  be host ing the Chr istmas Par ty at  their  house in the Woodlands on Sat -
urday, December 8th star t ing at  2 PM. I f you want  to be part  of the Chr istmas gift  ex-
change, br ing a $15.00 or  more shel l -related gi ft . 

Lesl ie repor ted that  the for  the November 20th program, Fabio Moretzsohn is 
giving a program on: “Odontophore Diversi ty in Cowries“.  He wil l  have microscopes 
and sl ides also to accent  his program.  

Les also stated that  January and February’s programs wi l l  be the Burkes, 
wi th underwater photography, and Judy Lewis of the North Texas Conchological  Soci-
ety  doing a program, no topic yet , and the months for  each to be determined at  a later  
date.  

New  busi ness: Date for  the 2008 auct ion was set  for the fi rst  Saturday in 
March, March1st.Same place as last  year . Donat ions are being accepted. 

 Darwin spoke on the Chr istmas Tree workshops. Chairperson Cathy Bet ley 
wi l l  have a glue session at  her  place on Saturday October  27th at  10:00 am. Second 
workshop wi l l  be Saturday November 3rd, and a third session i f needed wil l  be Satur -
day November 10th. The t ree’s theme this year wi l l  be red and gold decorat ions and 
pictures of and text  in the ornaments about  past  and present  members, honor ing them 
for  their  hard work for  HCS. 

 The By-Laws Commit tee st i l l  needs to do some work on the wording and 
changes to be made. Up for  discussion is the change that  the President  can serve up to 
3 successive t imes and then one year off for  that  posi t ion, before being elected to that  
posi t ion again,. Frank Petway suggested the wording be more l ike “Al l  Officers” to be 
elected for  up to 3 years with one year  off from that  posi t ion before running for  that  
posi t ion again. Dave Barziza made the formal  mot ion to change the By-Laws to read 
al l  officers may serve up to 3 consecut ive terms with a break of one year before serving 
in that  same posi t ion again. Harry seconded, al l  approved. Mot ion passed. The Com-
mit tee wi l l  present  the final  wording for  a vote at  the November  meet ing.  

 Announcement s: Darwin stated he is doing a program for the Sea Shel l  
searchers on Tuesday November  6th.  

 Tina Petway repor ted that  some donated Hawaiian shel ls were received at  the 
Museum from a Hawai ian “fan” who had visi ted the museum in the past ; a Tonna ha-
wai iensis and a Fusinus from Hawai i . She also stated that  the museum’s research col-
lect ion, after  an inventory to move the collect ion to i t s new home in a bui lding near  the 
museum, is about  1,500,000 shel ls. 

Harry Sharp read the let ter  for  approval that  HCS readied to send to HMNS 
curator  Joel  Bar tsch, on support  to find a ful l -t ime curator for the Conchology research 
col lect ion. He found out  that  the museum is pursuing someone for  this posi t ion, albeit  
rather  slowly.  
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Odontophore Diversity in Cowr ies 

By Leslie Crnkovic 
HCS Program Chairman 

Pr ogr am  Abst r act :  
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Cal l  for  ad j our nment : Tina Petway made a mot ion to adjourn the meet ing, Harry Sharp seconded. All  approved: Presi-
dent  Darwin Alder adjourned the meet ing at  8:15pm. 

 Pr ogr am: Program chairperson Leslie Crnkovic announced tonight ’s program: In October , in l ieu of his 
or iginal  program that  we announced, Dave Green gave a program on “Panamic and Cal i fornian Cones”.  I t  was a magnifi -
cent  program!  The program he or iginal ly planned “Those Magnificent  Tent  Cones” wil l  be for thcoming in a two or  three 
par t  ser ies, the fi rst  of which is to be our Apr i l  2008 program, something to t ruly look forward to!!! 

  By Cathy Bent ley 

This year  the Houston Conchology Society Chr istmas Tree in the grand hal l  of The Houston 
Museum of Natural  Science wil l  honor club members who have cont r ibuted to the museum, our 
club and our t ree.  Besides the red and gold shell  ornaments, we wil l  include photos and infor-
mat ion about  our  members 

I f you have a photo (3-1/2 x 5-1/2 or  smaller, please) and a sentence or  shor t  note about  a mem-
ber  you would l ike to include on the t ree, please send i t  to: 

Cathy Bet ley 

P.O. Box 25345 

Houston TX 77265-5345 

Or  e-mail  cathy@permitsplus-houston.com 

Phot os and not es can  be accepted t h r ough November  19t h. 

At  the t ime of this pr int ing the one workshop (October 27th)  has been completed and the second scheduled for  Nov 3rd is 
taking place at  the same t ime this newslet ter  is going to press.  A third workshop is scheduled for  Saturday, November  
10th at  10 a.m but  wi l l  only take place  i f decorat ions were not  completed dur ing the fi rst  two workshops.  I f  you w ou ld 
l i k e t o at t end t h i s f i nal  w or k shop p lease cal l  Cat hy  Bet l ey and ver i fy  t hat  t h i s w or k shop i s t ak i ng p l ace 
and what  supplies she might  want  you to br ing.  Dates to decorate the t ree and to dismant led i t  are also scheduled. 
Locat ion, contact  informat ion and work schedules fol lows:   

L ocat i on  and Con t act  Number s:[5000 Mi lwee, #62, Houston TX 77092, 713-686-1728, 713-829-1087 (cell )] 

Wor k  Schedu le 

Saturday, November  10, 10 a.m. – Repeat  r ibbons and t r immings (i f necessary) 

Thursday, November 29, 9 a.m. – Decorate Tree - Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Thursday, January 3, 2008, 9 a.m. – Decorat ions are dismant led – Happy New Year !   
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Get  w el l  Wi shes for  H ar old  Wh i t e 

Everyone in the HCS are keeping you and your  family in our  thoughts and prayers.  Hope 
to see you up and around in the near  future. 
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Cur r en t  by law s r ead: 

 ARTI CL E I V. Of f i cer s 

 Sect i on  1. T i t l es and Ter ms of  Of f i ce 

 The officers of the corporat ion shal l  be a Presi-
dent , a Vice-President , a Treasurer , a Recording Sec-
retary, a Corresponding Secretary and Program 
Chairman and other  officers as the Board of Officers 
may from t ime to t ime elect  or  appoint .  The President  
shal l  serve a single term of 1 year .  The President  
takes his office by being the Vice-President , the previ-
ous year .  The Vice-President  is elected each year , 
serves that  year  and takes office as the President  the 
fol lowing year .  Other  officers shal l  be elected or  ap-
pointed for  a per iod of one (1) year  or  unt i l  his succes-
sor  has been elected and qual i fied.  He may not  serve 
in a single office for  more than three (3) consecut ive 
one year  terms.  Al l  officers shal l  be subject  to removal 
with or  without  cause at  any t ime by the vote of a ma-
jor i ty of the members in a mail  bal lot .  A vacancy in 
the office of any officer  shal l  be fi l led by a major i ty of 
the Officers present  at  any regular ly const i tuted meet-
ing of the Board of Officers. 

 

 ARTI CL E V. Boar d of  Of f i cer s 

 Sect ion 2.  Num ber , Tenu r e and Qual i f i cat i ons 

 The Board of Officers shal l  consist  of the President , 
Vice-President , Treasurer , Recording Secretary. Cor-
responding Secretary and Program Chairman.  An 
Officer , with except ion of the President  and Vice-
President , who has served for  three (3) consecut ive 
terms may not  be re-elected unt i l  a year  has elapsed 
since his last  term. 

To be Rew or ded as Fol l ow s: 

 ARTI CL E I V. Of f i cer s 

 Sect i on  1. T i t l es and Ter ms of  Of f i ce 

 The officers of the corporat ion shal l  be a Presi-
dent , a Vice-President , a Treasurer , a Recording 
Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary and a Pro-
gram Chairman and other  officers as the Board of 
Officers may from t ime to t ime elect  or  appoint . Al l  
officers shal l  be elected or  appointed for  a per iod 
(term) of one (1) year  or  unt i l  a successor  has been 
qual i fied and elected.  Officers may not  serve in the 
same office for  more than three (3) consecut ive one 
(1) year  terms.  Al l  officers shal l  be subject  to re-
moval with or  without  cause at  any t ime by the vote 
of a major i ty of the members in a mail bal lot .  A va-
cancy in the posit ion (office) of any officer  shal l  be 
fi l led by a major i ty of the Officers present  at  any 
regular ly const i tuted meet ing of the Board of Offi-
cers. 

 

 

 

ARTI CL E V. Boar d of  Of f i cer s 

 Sect ion 2.  Num ber , Tenu r e and Qual i f i cat i ons 

 The Board of Officers shal l  consist  of the President , 
Vice-President , Treasurer , Recording Secretary. 
Corresponding Secretary and Program Chair -
man.  Any Officer  may serve for  three (3) consecu-
t ive terms in the same office, but  may not  be re-
elected to that  same office unt i l  a year  (term) has 
elapsed since his last  term. 

Below are the Proposed by-law revisions we wil l  be vot ing on at  the November  20th meet ing.  The By-Laws are also 
avai lable for members to read under “About  HCS” on the Website:  www.houstonshellclub.com  

 

  Dave Barziza, Lesl ie Crnkovic and Darwin Alder , are 
to be thanked for  their  effor ts! 
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