Houston Conchology Society

The Epitonium

www.houstonshellclub.com

‘| By: Darwin Alder

We have one of the largest and best shell clubs in the country, if not the world. We are well
traveled, knowledgeable, and fun to be with!

n[ Join us for our fine program on September 18 presented by me, your president, Darwin Alder.
Travel, learn and have fun with my program: Shell Miscellanea.

It promises to be a veritable alphabet of superlatives:

Awesome Bodacious Colossal Delightful

Exciting Fantastic Glorious Happy

[lfluminating Joyous Knowledgeable Light-Hearted

Magnificent Nice Opportunistic Pedantic

Quality Rambunctious Superb Thoughtful

Unusual Vital Wonderful X-rated
Youthful Zealous

Also, come tothe meeting for a super sale table, discriminating door prizes and rare raffle items.
Join us for our upcoming programs and events for 2007 — 2008.

Dave Green will present two programs (to be determined), we will have a stupendous Christmas party, an un-
paralleled auction in March (donations are welcome) and our end-of-the year banquet (to be announced).

We will end the year with a huge extravaganza at the Conchologists of America Annual Convention in July in
San Antonio, Texas. The five Texas Shell Clubs, San Antonio Shell Club, Sea Shell Searchers of Brazoria
County, Houston Conchology Society, Coastal Bend Shell Club (Corpus Christi) and North Texas Shell Club
(Dallas Metroplex) are already planning and working in anticipation of this fantastic event.

Please grace us with your presence.

“Trachycardium muricatum & egmontianum -

How to Tell Them Apart"
(submitted by: Leslie Allen Crnkovic, 08/30/07)

These two species are easy to confuse. However, hereis alink to a page that will explain their
n differences, making it easy for you to ID them. It alsoincludes a synomy note on T. mindan-
aensis (Reeve, 1844)

Trachycardium muricatum (Linne, 1758) vs. T. egmontianum Shuttleworth, 1856

http://z14.invisionfree.com/Conchologist_Forum/index.php?showtopic=755
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CALENDAR

By Rusti Stover

Vice President Tina Petway called the meeting to
order at 7:35 pm. President Darwin Alder was out of town.
Tina mentioned that the club should get the conference room
back for the monthly meeting place starting with the Sep-
tember meeting.

Leslie Crnkovic made a motion that the minutes
from the last meeting be approved; Dave Barziza seconded,
all werein favor.

Treasurer Mary Harris reported $9,398.11 as cur-

rent balance.

Tina announced that the elected Program Chairperson, Don Barclay, sent a letter
of regret for the position. Leslie Crnkovic had expressed interest in doing the job
for the current season. Dennis Harris made a motion that a unanimous vote be
made to accept Leslie as Program Chairperson. All approved, no second needed.

Tina asked for a member to volunteer to have the Christmas party. Harry
and Brownie Sharp offered their house in the Woodlands for the party, and they
will pick the December date and announce it at an upcoming meeting.

Old business: There had been some discussion at the end of the last
meeting season toreinstate the part of the bylaws that had been changed a few
years ago, pertaining to the tenure of President.

As it stands right now, the President is limited to serving one year, with the Vice
President ascending intothe presidency the next year. Dave Barziza made a mo-
tion that the bylaws be reviewed before the next meeting regarding the president’s
tenure, and possibly changed back to having the president run for a second con-
secutive term if they wish to. Cliff Harris seconded, all approved. Motion passed.

Tinareported that $500.00 was approved at the last meeting for the Mala-
cology Department of the museum to spend on shell acquisitions if she found wor-
thy ones at the COA convention. She did not find anything to spend the money on,
and asked to leave it open for purchases throughout the year. No motion needed,
all werein favor.

New Business: Cathy Betley will once again chair the Museum Christ-
mas Tree committee. Tina asked the club for a donation of $300.00 for the tree
decorating and ornament making. Lucy Clampit made the motion to approve the
$300.00 Mary Harris seconded. All were in favor.

Tinareported on field trip ideas for the new season. Proposed trips of a
beach day & Brazoria county Fair visit, and a field trip to Sea Rim State Park and
Sabine Pass garnered nointerest. A combined trip to Aransas and Corpus Christi
will be looked into for a date during the current meeting season.

Wayne Humbird reported thereis still room to enter the Sea & Shore
shell show at the Brazoria County Fair. Anyone who is a member of the Sea Shell
Searchers, as a lot of HCS members are, is eligible to enter the fair. Set-up day for
the Sea & Shore exhibitsis Saturday, October 6th. The fair runs from October 12th
through 20th.

Tinareported that the Connie Boone $1000.00 grant was awarded to Erin
Meyer, from 5 or 6 applications. Sheis from Cal-Berkeley, and is researching a
member of the Turbo family. Her paper will be published on the HCS website
later in the year.

A thank you letter from A&M was noted for the $1000.00 the club donated
to help subsidize color photos in the new Texas shell book.

Tinaintroduced returning members Susan Babendure and Jonny Good-
man, and new members Italo and Sutira De Geronimo.

Announcements: HCS member Helen Cornellison died in July; she was 95
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years old. Her shell collection is to be donated to HMNS, and shells will be passed along to HCS for auction
material.

The Gem & Mineral Society show will be at the Humble Civic Center September 22-23. The Sea Shell
Searchers have a guest speaker for their September 4th meeting who will speak on marine turtles.

Meeting adjourned.

Leslieintroduced two programs for the meeting. The first one was a DVD put together by Bob Nixon about
the 2008 COA which will be held in San Antonio, with help from all the Texas shell clubs. The second program was a
DVD titled “The Life of Mollusks”.

"The Wonderful World of Shells 1977"
An Unexpected Blast From The HCS Past

By Leslie Allen
Crnkovic

However on the way to San An-
tonio | wandered the back roads
and spent a littletime at the
Driftwood Winery. Moving on to
San Marcos | stopped at a book
shop in where | found several
nice shell books, including one on
Sanibel that | had been seeking

On along week-
end excursion
last weekend
(Aug 23-26) |
traveled to Aus-

tin, Driftwood, San Marcos, and
San Antonio. In Austin | visited
fellow shell book dealer Chris
Garvie and his wife Shirley, talk-
ing about our love of books and
fossil programs and a possible
field trip for COA 2008. Next day
it was off to San Antonioto do
more leg work for the COA 2008
programs.

Jean Dickman and Bob Nixon
were great host. We ate well and
talked a lot!!!

for along time "The Sea Shell
Islands".

Once arriving home, | began to
put away my new treasures, and
inside the cover of another shell
book came a delightful surprise!
A 30 year old club flyer for "The
Wonderful World of Shells" a
special exhibit 1977. Sol
thought 1@ share this nostalgic
ephemera it with you all!

Seashell Sale

Many of you remember Natalie Green who owned a seashell shop in Refugio, TX. After she passed away, Lori
Naylor Bellows purchased the shells, coral, etc. Lori isopening her home and making the items available for
shell collectors to purchase on the weekend of September 29-30, 2007. The sale will be conducted from 10:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m. each day. Lori's addressis 907 Swift St., Refugio, TX 78377. If you have questions, you can
contact her at: 361-526-2447 (home) or 361-220-7883 (work). Tina Petway can also answer questions. Her
number is 713-864-6683.




COA 2007

By Lucy Clampit

August 1-5, 2007 found 240 plus people gathered in Portland, Oregon for “Chardonnay
and Shells,” the annual Conchologists of America convention. A large group of Texas
shell collectors attended. The event was chaired by Joyce Matthys and hosted by the
Oregon Society of Conchologists. They organized a great convention that began with two
days of field trips to collect fossils and shells, to gaze in awe at the Columbia River Gorge,
Mount Hood and Mount St. Helens and to taste wine at vineyards in the area. What a
way to kick things off!

As usual the programs were outstanding. Several programs featured mollusks from the Pacific Northwest. Of
particular interest was a program about culturing the geoduck clam that was recently shown on the Discovery
Channel’s “Dirty Jobs” program. A few of the speakers were: Dr. José Leal from the Bailey Matthews Shell
Museum in Sanibel, José Coltro from Brazil, Dr. Felix Lorenz from Germany and Dr. Alan Kohn from the Uni-
versity of Washington and who recently visited Houston. Dr. Fabio Moretzshon from Texas A&M Corpus
Christi presented two programs. One was about his study of cowries and one was about the new Texas shell
book.

Thiswriter really enjoyed the program by Dr. Baldomero Olivera the Harvard Foundation 2007 Scientist of
the Year. Dr. Olivera, a biology professor at the University of Utah, and his students conduct research with
the neurotoxins produced by venomous cone snails. Among other things, his work has led to the development
of a new pain drug that appears to be more effective than morphine.

At the banquet Dr. Gary Schmelz from Florida entertained conventioneers with a humorous program about his
“Seashell Adventures.”

Many silent auctions, the oral auction and the always fun bourse provided opportunities for attendees to add
great shellstotheir collections.

The Texas shell clubs are hosting the next COA convention at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in San Antonio. Mark
your calendars now for July 5-10, 2008. Details will be on the Web site: www.COA2008.0rg.

Upcoming Events By: Leslie Allen Crnkovic

September 21-23, Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5

Houston Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, & Fossil Show www.hgms.org/show.html

Location: Humble Civic Center, on Will Clayton Pkwy, 1 mi East of US59 North.

Tickets for the show are $5 for adults, $3 for students with an ID, and $3 for seniors 55 and older. One ticket is
good for all three days of the show.

Children 11 and under (accompanied by an adult) are FREE!

Sponsored by the: Houston Gem & Mineral Society www.hgms.org

September 22-23

Houston Hot Sauce Festival !!! www.houstonhotsauce.com Saturday 9/22 11 am - 6 pm / Sunday 9/23 Noon - 5
pm Some Like It Hot!!! Try literally hundreds of different Salsas and buy some totake home if you like too!
Admission isonly $5 for all the Chips & Salsa you can eat... drinks sold separately.

Event Location: Farm & Ranch Club @Bear Creak Park on Hwy 6, 1.5 mi north of | 10.




COA 2007 Pictures

Space Coast Seashell Festival

The Astronaut Trail Shell Club from Melbourne, FL has scheduled their Space Coast Seashell Festival for January
18-20, 2008. The deadline for entering the shell show isJanuary 6. If you want more details, contact Lucy Clampit
at 713-468-0610 or |clampit @omcast.net.

FYI:

Long time HCS member Barbara Hudson has moved to Oklahoma to be near her son and his family. Her new
address is:

Town Village
8222 South Yale, Apt #318
Tulsa, OK 74137




