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President’s Message

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Greeting & salutations, O gracious and kind people of the realm of shellers. And tiding of extreme
and great joy!

b [ And lo, the month of August dawns and we hear words of supreme interest and delight as we are in-
vited to the dungeons of the Houston Museum of Natural Science for our first meeting of the 2007—
2008 shell club year.

All Hail fabulous shellers; programs of interest await you.

All Hail wonderful shellers; shells will be on sale at the sale table.

All Hail extraordinary shellers; mini-silent auctions hold treasures equal to
or better than Aztec and Inca gold.

All Hail magnificent shellers; a spring-time auction awaits your pleasure —
more treasures than the Spanish Main and the King's Fifth.

All Hail stupendous shellers; an end-of-year extravaganza will be
forthcoming.

All Hail scintillating shellers; your summertime bonus is an incredible event
of epic Texas proportions at the COA Annual Meeting in the fabled and awesome city of San Antonioin July.

We hope that all iswell and that you will participate in all of the shell club

events for the upcoming year.

All the best, Happy Shelling, Darwin Alder

Thanks to everyone who has already paid their 2007-2008 membership dues. If thistask is still pending a pink
membership form is enclosed in this issue of the Epitonium newsletter,. Those of you who read it online you can
print a copy from our webpage, www.houstonshellclub.com.

You can bring it tothe August meeting or mail it to Mary Harris at the address on the form.
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By Wanda Coker

Mark your calendar now, the 6 Texas shell clubs will
be co-hosting COA2008 in San Antonio, Texas, July 5-
9. We will be staying at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on the
riverwalk. Rooms are $119/night.

Plans for all events are progressing. Co-Chairs are

Jean Dickman and Wanda Coker. Many of the Houston

Members have been working diligently. Volunteers
will be needed, come and join the fun.

Visit HCSonline at

www.houstonshellclub.com

CALENDAR
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By Cathy Betley

The August 21th meeting will feature a sales table, raffle
items, door prizes and a fabulous mini-silent auction.

Our theme color for the mini-silent auction is ORANGE
and the auction will feature at least 6 orange items includ-
ing two orange pectensin a frame donated by Dave and
Nancy Barziza, a bag of orange pecten halves and a freak, giant, orange mus-
sel.

All the door prizes and raffle items will be shells of some sort.
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August Program

The program for the meeting
on August 21 will be a sur-
prise! Program details were
not available at press time.

Come at 7:00 p.m. and enjoy
social time before the 7:30
meeting.

See you there.

Picnic planned for August 18th

A joint field trip with the Seashell Searchers of Brazoria Co. is scheduled for
Saturday, August 18th at the KOA Campground at San Luis Pass.

Everyone should be bring their own food and drink.

Activities include shelling and an opportunity to enjoy the sea air and com-
panionship of good friends.
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Auction Committee News

The Auction Committee has started work on our shell stash
in the storage room and getting organized for the March
2008 auction. Donations for the March Auction Appreci=
ated
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nnaeus 300t birthday card

Linnaeus on Mollusks

Submitted by Leslie Crnkovic and Rusti Stover, as written by Dr. Harry Lee of the Jacksonville, FL shell club

Insecta Aptera [pp. 608-640]

Wednesday, May 23, 2007 marked the 300th anniversary of the birth of
Carolus Linnaeus, father of binominal system of taxonomic
nomenclature. His innovation, published the day after his 51st
birthday (Linnaeus, 1758), revolutionized descriptive biology and
continues to be the standard in plant and animal classification.
Among the thousands of organisms he named in this magnum opus,
written in Latin, are 688 species presently considered mollusks.
These were placed in 39 genera, most of which were in the assortment
he called "Vermes Testacea," but as shown below, some mollusks were
grouped with other members of other phyla. Here is an account of
these genera along with the species count of for each (placed in
parentheses). Non-molluscan groups [placed in square brackets] are
included in the format, but not the species counts, to demonstrate

the slight imperfections of the hierarchical system conceptualized by
the Master.

Monoculus [Arthropoda, but on p. 635: M. telemus, a pteropod mollusk is named]* (1 species)

Vermes | Intestina [pp. 647-651]
Gordius [Nematomorpha]

Furia [Nematomorpha]

Lumbricus {Annelida]

Ascaris [Nematoda]

Fasciola [Platyhelminthes]

Hirudo [Annelida]

Myxine [Chordata]

Teredo (2 species)

Vermes |l Mollusca [pp. 652-666]
Limax (5 species)

Doris (1 species)

Tethys (2 species)

Nereis [Annelida]
Aphrodita [Annelida]
Lernaea [Arthropoda]
Priapus[Cnidaria]

Scyllaea (1 species)
Holothuria [Echinodermata]
Triton [Chordata]

Sepia (5 species)

Medusa [Cnidaria]

Asterias [Echinodermata]
Echinus [Echinodermata]

Vermes |l Testacea [pp. 667-788]
Chiton (4 species)

Lepas [Brachiopoda]

Pholas (5 species)

Mya (8 species)

Solen (10 species)




Tellina (25 species)

Cardium (25 species)

Donax (8 species)

Venus (36 species)

Spondylus (2 species)

Chama (10 species)

Arca (15 species)

Ostrea (29 species)

Anomia [Brachiopod species outnumber those of Mollusca]* (6 species)
Mytilus (17 species)

Pinna (8 species)

Argonauta (2 species)

Nautilus[Foraminifera outnumber the Mollusca]* (3 species)
Conus (38 species-level taxa)

Cypraea (42 species)

Bulla (23 species)

Voluta (27 species)

Buccinum (47 species)

Strombus (22 species)

Murex (61 species-level taxa)

Trochus (24 species)

Turbo (45 species; 15 treated by Dodge)

Helix (52 species)

Nerita (24 species)

Haliotis (7 species)

Patella (32 species)

Dentalium (4 species)

Serpula [mixed Mollusca, Annelida and Foraminifera]* (5 species)

* four genera comprised of more than one phylum but including Mollusca. Total species-level taxa is 683, of which 517
weretreated by Dodge (1952-1959)

Among the 39 molluscan genera (including the four heterogeneous ones) introduced in the Tenth edition are: one in Class
Scaphopoda, one in Polyplacophora, three in Cephalopoda, 14 in Pelecypoda, and 20 in Gastropoda. Although the major-
ity of his molluscan genera are unambiguous, many of the 688 constituent molluscan species in this work required the
attention of later taxonomists for clarification. An example of that sort of analysisis the work of Henry Dodge (1953-
1959; 508 species in bold above; see bibliography), who, like many predecessors, dealt with the fact that the Systema
Naturaewas not illustrated, that his descriptions were often insufficient, and that he cited earlier iconographiesin
which the figures not always artistically accurate. A particularly frustrating problem with the use of these indications
was that under a single Linnaean species there were usually multiple references toillustrations, the figures in which
depicted shells belonging to various species or even genera. In those early days of conchology, this imprecision was inevi-
table.

Ultimately, through hard work and the machinations of formal taxonomy and nomenclature (his own innovations!), a
large majority of the species names introduced by Linnaeus in 1758 became unambiguously identifiable. Only a few are
considered synonyms or unidentifiable (nomina dubia) today.

Aside from the many species of mollusks he defined, Carolus Linnaeus has provided conchology a legacy which under-
pinsvirtually all aspects of an understanding of these organisms.

Dodge, H., 1953. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part 2. The class Cephalopoda and the genera Conus
and Cypraea of the class Gastropoda.. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 103(1): 1-134.

Dodge, H., 1955. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part 3. The genera Bulla and Voluta of the class Gas-
tropoda. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 107(1): 1-158.

Dodge, H., 1956. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part 4. The genera Buccinum and Strombus of the class
Gastropoda. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 111(3): 153-312.




Dodge, H., 1957. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part 5, The genus Murex of the class Gastropoda.
Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 113(2): 73-224.

Dodge, H., 1958. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. The genus Trochus of the class Gastropoda. Bull.
Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 116(2): 153-224.

Dodge, H., 1959. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part 7, Certain species of the genus Turbo of the
class Gastropoda. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 118(5): 207-254.

Dodge, H., 1952. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. Part |. The classes Loricata and Pelecypoda. Bull.
Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 100(1): 1-263.

[Dodge’'s works are available on the world-wide web at < http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace>.]

Linnaeus, C., 1758. Systema naturae per regna tria naturae... Tomus | editio decima, reformata. Vol 1. [Regnum ani-
male]. Stockholm. iv + pp. 1-823 + i. [Reprinted in facsimile by the British Museum of Natural History, London,1956
(+ v)]. Available on the world-wide web at < http://www.animalbase.unigoettingen.de/zooweb/servlet/AnimalBase/
search/references >.

Note: Our last meeting was the banquet in May, and Linnaeus’ 300th birthday was just after that, so we thought you
would like to see this fine article by Dr. Harry Lee as a way of remembering the Father of the binominal system of
taxonomy.
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In Memory of Helen Cornellisson

By Cathy Betley:

| just received a note from her nephew, Ron Shank, about
the passing of Helen Cornellisson. Helen was a dear mem-
ber and | was lucky enough togoon atrip to Puerto Rico
with her, Darwin, Connie Boone and Barbara Hudson
among others..

My favorite memory of that June 1996 trip is driving van
number two all around the island (Darwin drove van #1)

with Helen, Mary Ann Curtis and other shellers when we
stopped trafficin a small town at Helen’s request.

She had spotted a street vendor who was selling umbrella
hats and she had to have one. Shewas in the back of the
van and passed the money forward; we made our purchase
and were on our way. Helen was just delighted with her
purchase and wore that hat everyday for the rest of the
trip. We had no trouble spotting her on the beach with that
multi-colored hat. She was such a hoot! Her nephew sent
the obituary below.




