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Hear  Ye!  Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

Greet ing &  salutat ions, O gracious and kind people of the realm of shel lers. And t iding of extreme 
and great  joy! 

And lo, the month of August  dawns and we hear words of supreme interest  and del ight  as we are in-
vi ted to the dungeons of the Houston Museum of Natural Science for our  fi rst  meet ing of the 2007–
2008 shel l  club year. 

Al l  Hai l  fabulous shel lers; programs of interest  await  you. 

Al l  Hai l  wonderful shel lers; shells wi l l  be on sale at  the sale table. 

Al l  Hai l  ext raordinary shel lers; mini-si lent  auct ions hold t reasures equal to 

or  bet ter  than Aztec and Inca gold. 

Al l  Hai l  magnificent  shel lers; a spr ing-t ime auct ion awaits your pleasure – 

 more t reasures than the Spanish Main and the King’s Fifth. 

Al l  Hai l  stupendous shel lers; an end-of-year ext ravaganza wi l l  be 

for thcoming. 

Al l  Hai l  scint i l lat ing shellers; your summert ime bonus is an incredible event 

of epic Texas propor t ions at  the COA Annual Meet ing in the fabled and awesome city of San Antonio in July. 

We hope that  all  is wel l and that  you wi l l  par t icipate in al l  of the shel l  club 

 events for  the upcoming year . 

 

Al l  the best , Happy Shel l ing, Darwin Alder  
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The Epitonium 

H ou st on  Con ch ol ogy  Soci et y  
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Thanks to everyone who has already paid their  2007-2008  membership dues.  I f this task is st i l l  pending a pink 
membership form is enclosed in this issue of the Epitonium newslet ter ,.  Those of you who read i t  onl ine you can 
pr int  a copy from our  webpage, w w w .houst onshel l cl ub.com. 

You can br ing i t  to the August  meet ing or  mail  i t  to Mary Harr is at  the address on the form. 

 



By Wanda Coker  

Mark your  calendar  now, the 6 Texas shel l  clubs wil l  
be co-host ing COA2008 in San Antonio, Texas, July 5-
9.  We wil l  be staying at  the Crowne Plaza Hotel  on the 
r iverwalk.  Rooms are $119/night .  

Plans for  al l  events are progressing.  Co-Chairs are 
Jean Dickman and Wanda Coker . Many of the Houston 
Members have been working di l igent ly.  Volunteers 

wil l  be needed, come and join the fun. 
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Visit HCS online at 

www.houstonshellclub.com 

Pr esi dent :  
 Darwin Alder  
(713)863-9652 

Vi ce Pr esi den t :                   
Tina Petway 
(713)864-6683 

Tr easur er :                               
Mary Harr is                           
(713) 772-3843 

Recor d i ng Secr et ar y:               
Rust i  Stover  
 (713) 660-6446 

Cor r espondi ng Secr et ar y:     
Wanda Bermudez                           
(281) 437-1393  

Pr ogr am Chai r m an:                
Don Barclay 
(936)264-2486                          

CALENDAR 
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August   Pr ogr am 

The program for  the meeting 
on August  21 wi l l be a sur -
pr ise!  Program detai ls were 
not  avai lable at  press t ime.   

Come at  7:00 p.m. and enjoy 
social t ime before the 7:30 
meet ing.   

See you there. 
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By Cathy Bet ley  

The August  21th meet ing wil l  feature a sales table, raffle 
i tems, door  pr izes and a fabulous mini-si lent  auct ion.  

Our  theme color  for  the mini-si lent  auct ion is ORANGE 
and the auct ion wil l  feature at  least  6 orange i tems includ-
ing two orange pectens in a frame donated by Dave and 

Nancy Barziza, a bag of orange pecten halves and a freak, giant , orange mus-
sel.  

Al l  the door  pr izes and raffle i tems wil l  be shel ls of some sor t . 

Pi cn i c p lanned for  August  18t h  
A joint  field t r ip with the Seashell  Searchers of Brazor ia Co. is scheduled for  
Saturday, August  18th at  the KOA Campground at  San Luis Pass. 

Everyone should be br ing their  own food and dr ink. 

Act ivi t ies include shel l ing and an oppor tunity to enjoy the sea air  and com-
panionship of good fr iends. 

Auct i on  Commi t t ee New s 
The Auct ion Commit tee has star ted work on our  shel l stash 
in the storage room and  get t ing organized for  the March 
2008 auct ion.  Donat i ons for  t he M ar ch  Auct i on  Appr eci -
at ed 
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Linnaeus 300th bir thday card 

L innaeus on Mol lusks 
Submitted by Leslie Crnkovic and Rusti Stover, as written by Dr. Harry Lee of the Jacksonville, FL shell club 

 
Wednesday, May 23, 2007 marked the 300th anniversary of the bir th of 
Carolus L innaeus, father of binominal system of taxonomic 
nomenclature. H is innovat ion, publ ished the day after  his 51st  
bir thday (L innaeus, 1758), revolut ionized descr ipt ive biology and 
cont inues to be the standard in plant  and animal classificat ion. 
Among the thousands of organisms he named in this magnum opus, 
wr i t ten in Lat in, are 688 species present ly considered mollusks. 
These were placed in 39 genera, most  of which were in the assor tment  
he cal led "Vermes Testacea," but  as shown below, some mollusks were 
grouped with other  members of other  phyla. Here is an account  of 
these genera along with the species count  of for  each (placed in 
parentheses). Non-molluscan groups [placed in square brackets] are 
included in the format, but  not  the species counts, to demonst rate 
the slight  imperfect ions of the hierarchical system conceptual ized by 
the Master . 

 
I nsect a Apt er a [pp. 608-640]  
Monoculus [Ar thropoda, but  on p. 635: M. telemus, a pteropod mollusk is named]*  (1 species) 
  
Ver mes I  I n t est i na [pp. 647-651]  
Gordius [Nematomorpha] 
Fur ia [Nematomorpha] 
Lumbricus {Annel ida] 
Ascar is [Nematoda] 
Fasciola [Platyhelminthes] 
H i rudo [Annel ida] 
Myxine [Chordata] 
Teredo (2 species) 
  
Ver mes I I  M ol lusca [pp. 652-666]  
L imax (5 species) 
Dor is (1 species) 
Tethys (2 species) 
Nereis [Annel ida] 
Aphrodi ta [Annel ida] 
Lernaea [Ar thropoda] 
Pr iapus [Cnidaria] 
Scyl laea (1 species) 
Holothur ia [Echinodermata] 
Tr i ton [Chordata] 
Sepi a (5 speci es) 
Medusa [Cnidar ia] 
Aster ias [Echinodermata] 
Echinus [Echinodermata] 
  
Ver mes I I I  Test acea [pp. 667-788]  
Ch i ton  (4 speci es) 
Lepas [Brachiopoda] 
Phol as (5 speci es) 
Mya (8 speci es) 
Sol en  (10 speci es) 
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Tel l i na (25 speci es) 
Car d i um (25 speci es) 
Donax (8 speci es) 
Venus (36 speci es) 
Spondyl us (2 speci es) 
Chama (10 speci es) 
Ar ca (15 speci es) 
Ost r ea (29 speci es) 
Anomi a [Br ach iopod speci es out number  t hose of  Mol lusca]*  (6 species) 
Myt i l us (17 speci es) 
Pi nna (8 speci es) 
Ar gonau ta (2 speci es) 
Nau t i l us [For am in i fer a out number  t he M ol lusca]*  (3 speci es) 
Conus (38 speci es-level  t axa) 
Cypr aea (42 speci es) 
Bu l l a (23 speci es) 
Vol u ta (27 speci es) 
Bucci num (47 speci es) 
St r ombus (22 speci es) 
Mur ex (61 speci es-level  t axa) 
Tr ochus (24 speci es) 
Tu r bo (45 speci es; 15 t r eat ed by  Dodge) 
Hel ix (52 species) 
Ner i ta (24 species) 
Hal iotis (7 species) 
Patel la (32 species) 
Dental ium (4 species) 
Serpula [mixed Mollusca, Annel ida and Foraminifera]*  (5 species) 
  
*  four  genera compr ised of more than one phylum but  including Mollusca. Total species-level taxa is 683, of which 517 
were t r eat ed by Dodge (1952-1959) 
 
Among the 39 molluscan genera (including the four  heterogeneous ones) introduced in the Tenth edi tion are: one in Class 
Scaphopoda, one in Polyplacophora, three in Cephalopoda, 14 in Pelecypoda, and 20 in Gastropoda. Although the major-
i ty of his molluscan genera are unambiguous, many of the 688 const i tuent  molluscan species in this work required the 
at tent ion of later  taxonomists for  clar i ficat ion. An example of that  sor t  of analysis is the work of Henry Dodge (1953-
1959; 508 speci es i n  bold above; see bibl iography), who, l ike many predecessors, dealt  with the fact  that  the Systema 
Naturae was not  i l lust rated, that  his descr ipt ions were often insufficient , and that  he ci ted ear l ier  iconographies in 
which the figures not  always ar t ist ical ly accurate. A par t icular ly frustrat ing problem with the use of these indicat ions 
was that  under a single Linnaean species there were usual ly mult iple references to i l lust rat ions, the figures in which 
depicted shel ls belonging to var ious species or even genera. In those ear ly days of conchology, this imprecision was inevi-
table. 
  
Ult imately, through hard work and the machinat ions of formal taxonomy and nomenclature (his own innovat ions!), a 
large major i ty of the species names int roduced by L innaeus in 1758 became unambiguously ident ifiable. Only a few are 
considered synonyms or unident i fiable (nomina dubia) today. 
  
Aside from the many species of mol lusks he defined, Carolus L innaeus has provided conchology a legacy which under-
pins vir tual ly al l  aspects of an understanding of these organisms. 
  
Dodge, H., 1953. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  2. The class Cephalopoda and the genera Conus 
and Cypraea of the class Gastropoda.. Bul l . Amer . Mus. Nat. Hist. 103(1): 1-134. 
  
Dodge, H., 1955. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  3. The genera Bul la and Voluta of the class Gas-
t ropoda. Bul l . Amer. Mus. Nat. H ist. 107(1): 1-158. 
  
Dodge, H., 1956. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  4. The genera Buccinum and Strombus of the class 
Gastropoda. Bul l . Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 111(3): 153-312. 
  



Dodge, H., 1957. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  5, The genus Murex of the class Gast ropoda. 
Bul l . Amer. Mus. Nat. H ist. 113(2): 73-224. 
  
Dodge, H., 1958. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. The genus Trochus of the class Gastropoda. Bul l . 
Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 116(2): 153-224. 
  
Dodge, H., 1959. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  7, Certain species of the genus Turbo of the 
class Gastropoda. Bul l . Amer. Mus. Nat. H ist. 118(5): 207-254. 

  
Dodge, H., 1952. A histor ical review of the mollusks of L innaeus. Par t  I . The classes Lor icata and Pelecypoda. Bul l . 
Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 100(1): 1-263. 
 
[Dodge’s works are avai lable on the wor ld-wide web at  < ht tp://digi tal l ibrary.amnh.org/dspace>.] 
  
L innaeus, C., 1758. Systema naturae per  regna tr ia naturae... Tomus I  edi tio decima, reformata. Vol  1. [Regnum ani-
male]. Stockholm. iv + pp. 1-823 + i . [Repr inted in facsimile by the Br i t ish Museum of Natural H istory, London,1956 
(+ v)]. Available on the wor ld-wide web at  < ht tp://www.animalbase.unigoet t ingen.de/zooweb/servlet /AnimalBase/
search/references >. 

Note: Our last  meet ing was the banquet  in May, and Linnaeus’ 300th bir thday was just  after  that , so we thought  you 
would l ike to see this fine ar t icle by Dr. Harry Lee as a way of remember ing the Father  of the binominal system of 
taxonomy. 
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Year  –End Banquet  
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I n Memory of Helen Cornel l isson 
By Cathy Bet ley: 

I  just  received a note from her  nephew, Ron Shank, about  
the passing of Helen Cornel l isson. Helen was a dear  mem-
ber  and I  was lucky enough to go on a t r ip to Puer to Rico 
with her , Darwin, Connie Boone and Barbara Hudson  
among others.. 

My favor ite memory of that  June 1996 t r ip is dr iving van 
number  two al l  around the island (Darwin drove van #1) 
with Helen, Mary Ann Cur t is and other  shel lers when we 
stopped t raffic in a small  town at  Helen’s request . 

She had spot ted a st reet  vendor  who was sel l ing umbrel la 
hats and she had to have one.  She was in the back of the 
van and passed the money forward; we made our  purchase 
and were on our  way.  Helen was just  del ighted with her  
purchase and wore that  hat  everyday for  the rest  of the 
t r ip. We had no t rouble spot t ing her  on the beach with that  
mult i-colored hat .  She was such a hoot !  Her  nephew sent  
the obituary below.  

 


